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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

m 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Takayama(US Patent 6,970,192). 

Consider claim 1 , Takayama teaches: 

A file managing method(figures 2a-12, column 3, line 13 through column 10, line 
60) for an image capturing apparatus(figures 1 and 10, column 3, lines 13-40, column 9, 
lines 22-26), the method comprising: 

selecting at least one image(803, figure 8) from a plurality of images(801 , 802, 
and 803) captured by the image capturing apparatus(figure 1) as a directory name of 
the plurality of images(The name of image 803, "005", in the plurality of images shown 
in figure 8, is assigned as the directory name in figure 7, for the directory(703) 
representing said plurality of images(801, 802, and 803). Column 7, lines 1-57, see 
figures 7 and 8). 
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Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Takayama further teaches of 
classifying the plurality of images using the directory name(See figures 7 and 8. The 
plurality of images(801, 802, and 803) are classified using the directory name, "005", 
that corresponds with the image(803) used to represent the directory. The image 
chosen to represent the directory(i.e. classify the images) is represented by a star(806) 
in the plurality of images.) 

Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above, Takayama further teaches: 
determining whether to set up a first image captured after the image capturing 
apparatus(figure 10) is turned onfNote that in this embodiment, new groups are set in 
the same way when the electric power is turned on(i.e. the image capturing apparatus is 
turned on)." Column 9, lines 39-40) as the directory name("When the group key is 
operated, a new group(i.e. directory) is set from the image to be photographed next(i.e. 
the next image is the directory name, column 9, lines 41-47)". Column 9, lines 31-40). 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above, Takayama further teaches: 
selecting other images from the plurality of images to become the directory name 
of the plurality of images(column 7, lines 44-57. A "registration key" is used to select 
other images from the plurality of images to be the representative image(i.e. the 
directory name). See figure 8, the representative image is denoted with a star(806)). 



* 
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Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above, Takayama further teaches 
that the image capturing apparatus is a digital camera of a digital camcorderfdigital 
video camera recorder", Column 3, lines 15-17, Column 9, lines 22-25, figures 1 and 
10). 

Consider claim 6, Takayama teaches of an image capturing apparatus for 
implementing the method of claim 1 (figures 1 and 10, column 3, lines 13-40, column 9, 
lines 22-26). 

Consider claim 7, Takayama teaches: 

An image capturing apparatus(figures 1 and 10, column 3, lines 13-40', column 9, 
lines 22-26) comprising: 

a viewfinder for viewing an object(display unit, 107); 

■ 

and a control button set(106, 106a, 106b, 106c, and 106d) for controlling relating 
functions of the image capturing apparatus(column 3, lines 34-36, column 9, lines 24- 
25), the control button set(106) comprising a control buttonfregistration key", column 7, 
line 47) for selecting at least one image from a plurality of images captured by the 
image capturing apparatus as a directory name of the plurality of images(The 
"registration key" which is also found on the control button set(column 7, lines 47-48), 
although not explicitly shown in the drawings, allows a user to select an image from the 
plurality of images to be the representative image for the group(i.e. directory name). 
Column 7, lines 44-57). 
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Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 7 above, Takayama further teaches: 
a power button for turning on the image capturing apparatus(A power button is 
inherent in an electonic camera. "Note that in this embodiment, new groups are set in 
the same way when the electric power is turned on." In order for the electric power to 
be turned on, there must be a power button.). 

■ 

Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 8 above, Takayama further teaches: 
the control button set(106, 106a, 106b, 106c, and 106d) further comprises a 
setting button(106d, "group key" column 9, lines 35-36) for selecting a first image 
captured after the image capturing apparatus is turned on as the directory name("When 
the group key(i.e. setting button) is turned on, a new group(i.e. directory) is set from the 
image to be photographed next." This embodiment works the same way when the 
electric power(i.e. power button) is turned on. Column 9, lines 31-40. Figure 11) 

* 

Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 7 above, Takayama further teaches 
that the viewfinder is an electrical viewfinder(The camera is operated by electric 
power(column 4, lines 4-5). The display unit(i.e. viewfinder) displays a synthesized 
image on a display screen. Column 3, line 62 through column 4, line 2). 

■ 

Consider claim .1 1 , and as applied to claim 7 above, Takayama further teaches 
that the image capturing apparatus is a digital camera or camcorderfdigital video 
camera recorder", Column 3, lines 15-17, Column 9, lines 22-25, figures 1 and 10). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert H. Cutler whose telephone number is (571 )-270- 
1460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (7:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571)-272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

i 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AC 




